CHAPTEE IX
SECOND ADMINISTRATION  OF BENGAL
OLIVE left England on June 4th, 1764, with the views
and powers described above. On April 10th, 1765,
he reached Madras, and there heard of the death
of Meer Jaffier, an event which completely altered the
position in Bengal. In a private letter to Mr. Ecus, the
Chairman of Directors, he writes: " We have at last
arrived at that critical period which I have long foreseen,
I mean that period which renders it necessary for us to
determine whether we can or shall take the whole to
ourselves. Jaffier Ali Khan is dead, and his natural son
is a minor, but I know not whether he is yet declared
successor. Shoojah Dowlah is beat from his dominion;
we are in possession of it, and it is scarcely hyperbole to
say, to-morrow the whole Mogul Empire is in our power.
. . . We must indeed become Nawabs ourselves, in fact,
if not in name, perhaps totally so without disguise, but
upon this subject I cannot be certain until my arrival in
Bengal" (April 17th, 1765). Olive now decided to place
Meer Jaffier's grandson, a child of six, on the throne, and
to rule in his name under the authority of the Padishah.
At the same time he wrote secretly to his London agent
to invest in East India stock "whatever money I have